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and then the tower was made.
"The King decided also that the towers should
not be pushed forward on the causeway until the day
came when it was the turn of the King of Sicily to
mount guard, so that he might thus repair the loss of
the other towers that had been burned when he was on
guard. As it had been decided so was it done ; as soon
as the King of Sicily came on guard, he caused the
tower to be pushed forward along the causeway to the
point where the other towers guarding the covered
way had been burned.
" When the Saracens saw this they so arranged
that all their sixteen engines should cast their shot
upon the causeway, to the place where the tower had
been brought ; and when they saw that our people
feared to go to the tower because of the stones from
the engines that fell on the causeway, they brought
up the petrary and cast Greek Fire at the tower and
burned it utterly."
De Joinville then goes on to describe, in the
course of his narrative of the following battles, how
the Saracens resorted to the Greek Fire on various
occasions. He says that their fire was once directed
across all the Christian camp so that it hit the King's
saddle and that it often fell on the knights and it
seemed as if the stars of heaven had fallen upon
them.
Thus we see that that wonderful fire, which for
long ages was the means of protecting the Eastern
Empire and Christendom against the invasions of Islam,
became from the eleventh century, in the hands of the
Muslims, the means of protecting themselves from the
attacks of their enemies. The Muslims of the East,
that is to say Egypt and Syria, were the first to learn
the secret of the Greek Fire and the first, among the
Muslims, to acquire dexterity In using it, but its secret,
as we have said before, was soon known to other
Muslim states in north Africa and Andalusia.